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27 1957 


fOHi IJirector of C:ei^tral Xnt^lll^emce 
BfB^maSs CkMmmtB m letter of Hi?. V. A. Si^assoff 


1 * Sbis in for infoxmtioa 


2* lpfoanaBtio):i coooerxiiniS the timing Imundbtlne of tbe Sovltft 
firat earth la vary ri cetoinr. D ata havm tte«i reoentlv yeceiveA 


tmt taie us^ is of lamaehimg a satf^itm In 1957 eM 

ma^ t!© Bja^ing to <lo acs on 10® WnfM Sea/v or i^clal 

Qa®©. 


3* 33i© U. 3* eatlaataa tb&t for prewtige and payebologioal 

fnctc^Sx tilt© UB3R voulA oaleavar to tie flxist In lannohing m ©arth eatollite. 


k, Bagarding Mr. Isisnus 80 ff*fl postuXatioiiy iSm of 

Si^te®at5er 1957 fits lai® a£bov© etet^smita and aoBeaaaenfcs vttry weH for the 
foUowing; reasons $ 


a. Ih© date fella tlthin tb© naoet few months. 


b. fublie releases oa the VAflSGMBD ]^oJect launching 
it© first satellite in 1958^ if helieveft by the Kouia 

iwrtJ tabtaHen^ their being first to do the 40 b. 


c. ibe Wmaiem like to be dramatic and cotidd well 
choose the birthd^ of ^iolkovshy "to aecKa^plish such an 
operation, especially since this i» timi cm Ixundredth 
sjaoiversary of his birth. 


9. 3m oij^sition to the omut occurring on 17 S^ptaBher 1957 # ‘ttJie 
date is not an K)^ Ubrld hay, and no day in SepimSBieic is so deslg^ted. 
Special ‘iiariA hays ere m yet unaeslgBat^. 


6, does sot believe the evidenee to be sufficient as yet fcr a 
jafol»ibilitgr statement <ai idwan th e 3oviete may launch their first sat ellite. 


iMMRs mmuMt m* 
Assistant hirecteaf 
Scientific ihtelligaice 


ILLEGIB 


BhcloBure: 

Xitr to !$iS(raaaoff tram Quarles 
w/ltr to Quarles trm Hi^crassoif 


CCS mot 
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27 June 1957 


FOR: Director of Central Intell^pnc 


SUBJECTS 


Comments on Letter of Mr® V<,/ko Hekrassoff 


1® This memorandum is for information only® 


2« Information concerning the^ timing of laxsnching of the Soviet 
first earth satellite is very sketchy® Data have been recently received 



that the IBSR probably is capable of 'launching a satellite in 1957 
may be making preparations to do so on iGx World Days or Sj^cial World 
Days® 


4® Re^S'di^ Mr® Kekrassoff postulation^the seventeenth of 
September 1957 #i^&s=4h©=ab©v^s4€!tcs22^®^^d=assessfflgs^=vsEy=^ll for the 
folloT^ing reasons: ^ 


a® Ihe date fall^s ’^jithln the next few months. 


b® Public releases on the VAEGUARD project launching 
its first satellite in 1958j) if believed by the USSR, •wo^ild 
not challenge their being first to do the Job® 


c® The Russians like to be dramatic and could toU 
. choose the birthday of Tsiolkovsky to accomplish such an 
operation, especially since this is the one hundredth 
anniversary of his birth, 

^ ^ Ti r7 *iricrr 


5® ==fe==eg^©^:MGn==te==^e=ev^t=oecms*i5^==en? 17 September 1957# 
'date is not an IGY World Day, and no day in Septianber is ®o designated® 
Special IrJorld Days are as yet undesignated® 


6® OSI does not believe the evidence to be sufficient as yet for a 
probability statement oh when the Sov iets mav launch their first satelli te® 


Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 


Enclosxnfe : 

Ltr to Eekrassoff from Quarles 
w/ltr to Quarles from Eekrassoff 


POCU?^CNT NO 

MO C.MANG6 IN CLASS. □ 

( : OtlCLASSIPlED / 

class, changed TO: TS 8 /C 

MEaT REVIEW DATE; 
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DATE- i 


BEVIEWER: 



I 


3, The U® S® ccsnm\mity estimates that for prestige and psychological 
factors, the USSR trauld endeavor to be first in launching an earth satellite® 
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MEMORANDUM 




OFnCE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 


6/20/57 


MR. DULLES: 

A letter from, a long-time 
acquaintance of mine (a former 
colonel in the Czar’s army and a 
U.S. resident for many years). 
May have some information of 
interest. 


D. A. Q. 


C61020 
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^ THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Jun<8 20 1 I $57 




De«.T My. NekrastoiX: 

I m|ipr«ciat«4 youx lellar wkicii Just 
asTived aad the eacloaure dealhqi with early 
Ruaaian earth satellite tas^aaiogf . Many thanks 

lor your thaui^tfulaeBs 

1 was sda& interested in the progress 
yout report on your hook. 1 certainly wish you 
every success In it. 

With kind personal regards. 

Sincerely. 

DONALD A. OVARIES 
Mr. Y. A. NekrassofI 


cc; Mr. Allen Dulles (CIA) 


OMsmsRt *«» "ZZZ bM 

Stvlsw M tWs toeiuasirt by 61* ••• 

StlermliKi tbaS . 

(5^ C!)l bas 159 h dt^>* 

jn tt ffstaiBS {nfofBiaUsa 61* 
ft** e***! ^8fflai• 

c]as3ill9<[ a* TS S s 

Sntbarityi H8 19*« 

H eaaUUa nothteg *» 61* 
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/, 7^ c/eCti 

^ /<UA 

4h^ /uAM^e 

^ ^ ^ PiM4ta Ot^AA-^ACft/ 

c^ ^ nt fccH^n^^ S-^J^ S-ic^rn^f >2^ (^^***^ - 

'^i<rr^ C{ (^iyi/f ^OA.^ ''A ^ />tyy 

' "J?<-<^<X'y) J^<&U'ff^^ tXoot Sn^idA^y^^ 4At %^A€^- 

/ i /) . i ^ ^ / * y ^ ^ 


,4^'<r ac-yi4 eA^-£y>^t '‘^ . >-<«■ A<u^ a iHctS'/tf. y:;C 


''Z-l(>-JKO U-iyKif -y ^ 6 p^A-t^ ^ A^A'0-£f ^ii~6y> 

a. c^utAi^A/^ aA ^ jA'iyx^ c4Aa A 046/^ 

C--A-A t^<x/ ".^i dAJAfy^^' i^»AeoiA ^ /u^iAi^aAo 

-A'(H> .^) y/ Jiyu^iA^tKy* So f-t-^ <tuiA zy '(Atc<cI^- 

»aSj ^AjGc/e^i^d ^ ,%c Cym'nuA^^A'c <fAuyx-A/7f 
a^r^di/yt XO^<iytA (^ /A^3o-~/f f f A' 

Ou-yi (3£A^Sfayi^^/ /►y ■T^CA-ft^-A^CLJyAc 

^U-iTAiAf ; ^AoUiAn^ ^ ^Cdoti ^ ^a, 

A Jr /f y . ./{ /f y . ^ / 


i^^-AA/ 2 j a/J oa^A^cAo My yA4*0i^ tyr> aa C^a-i< , 

Ct)r\d (A.y^-'h ct'fy} 
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20o A very Intenatlog review of the first steps in the develepaent 
of the idea and its msahanioal embodimejit in the present foxv 
of the so oallad **Jet pxepulsed** flying machiaee can he tend in 
the biography of a Busaian, provinoial (oity of Kalaga) teacher 
in mathematics, £•£• faioUcevsky (1857-1919-1935) t as far baoOc as 
in 1895 he had pnhliahed a detailed description of hia "eztrir* 
terrestrial platform" as a transfer station ("satelite" of onr 
daya )0 faoilitating the dispatch of hia fantaetio but strictly 
soientifioally designed Jet*ipropulsod diips on their intexplaaetaxy 
voyages) in 1896 he had built the first "\dad tunael* for his een 
aerodynamioal experiments) in 1908 fsiellcovaky hM published a 
remazicahle memoir "She e:qploratien of the e^qpanses of the universe 
with Jet-propulsed instruments") here he also propaunded a mv 
idea of "multi-staged reaksts** oaq^ising a series ef reofeats 
(grating auooessively and failing assy as their fuel is oonsuned 
until the last remaining rocket will have the speed indispensable 
for overoemiBg the terresirial foroe of gravityo (See the >nrnal 
"Scientific Bevies^ for 1908, in %ssiaa)» 


Only in 1919 Zsiolkovsk^'s soientlfio sooei^llShaMnts hsre 
been offioially suad publicly recognised and he iaoe di ate ly 
5 <:t;^/K/( 2 e^started his amasingly productive activities in scientifio 
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researdliea, designs and construotions of rariofus tTpes of "zodkets** 
with different tTpes of fuelc He he cans e faisens leader and 
inspirer of the new deiiool of Soviet soiantista, rosearoh wozkers 
and engineers dealing with the greatest Telooities and distenoas, 
entirely unheard of in the praotioal aviation ef the peat| 

Ihna more than 50 years age K*l* fsiolkevsicy was a tme 
originator and protagonist ef a new eeienoe«astronautioa or oosmeneatios 
and ita agppli eat ions* It amat he reasahered that the first "westerni* 
words of this soienoe we find in Vraaos only in 1913 (Bo Sananlt* 
fslterie)* in the U.S.A in 1914-1919 (Bohert Goddard) and in 
Geraany in 1925 (He Oherth)* ’ 

Itea SsioUEOvaky died in 1985, detailed deseriptions of hio 
original worlu have been puhliahed in the U.S.S.S ajid in Germany, 
hat xmfertanately at that time the pnhlio opinion outside of the 
U.3*S*B and partioularly in the U*8*A was oontandnated hy tihe 
sareasm and soeptioisa direoted against all'^finsaian priorities" 
so insistently and ahondantly annoxmaed in the Soviet preaa 
Here was one of a few oases, idien a good and true Soviet 
information tamed to he rejeoted and oonsidered as a news unworthy ef any 
attention for the Bistsm opinion, as a pieoa of an iasidleua 
olever propaganda of the U*S*3*R govemmsnt o*o 
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Thus TsloUcovshy's nams can ba found only In passing rsoarks 
mantioned in several boolcs published in England and lu the USUL 
In 1986, 1946, 1951 as the nans of one among several pioneers of 
Jat^propulsad reokats, but there is not a single referenoe to 
Zaiollcovsky*s norlcs as far baok as 1881* 1695, 1896 and 19o3, on the 
other hand looking through the all solentlflo and teohnloal Uteratxue, 
pertaining to the present norld wide field of the Jetaprepoleed 
marvels, ee innedlately find In It here and there ezaot reproduotions of 
Attoihas, tables or, formulas, pnblirtied long ago in Busalan vei^ 
of Tsiolkovakyt 

I There oannot be any doubt, that in 1957,^ at the oontonaxy (8optol7th) 

I of Tsiolkevaky's birth, the uhole world will see the realisation of his 
1 old drosns of 16951 Ho matter She will sneoood in the first intorplaao- 
I iazy flying of the Jot-prepulsed satellto, but the nemo of Tslolkowaky 
I should be forever radiated with honor and glory of this great human 
explorationt fhns a human thought bom aonovdiere in an oboouro oomor 
' of our Sarth gradually asouaod a matorial/rom and strength as a living^ 
growing 19 inoamatlon of the innate human aapiratipn toward those 
unlimited expanses ofo* •infinity* o •of StamityUo nothing sinplor, nothing 
nearer won't do any good for us, earthly, pet^ human spooles) ind the 
whole world msy see now "a eelestlal movement", truly started from our Barthll* 
• 

On July lot of 1957 solentiato of fifty five nations will begin the 
International Geoidjysioal loar lasting 18 months and intended 

for a grandiose, collective study of our Sarthas a vtaole by meansof inatrsmanta 
extending our eoientifio knowledge fer beyond the range ef eur siaple, faebla 
senses., • ifflox« such newest Instruments are "the earth sateUtas" to ba 
launohad only by tha USA and tha USSR for tha firat tisa in tha human 
histeryi 7,H* 
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